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Before Renting
-Tips You Need Know-



If Lessor ask you to 

“pay any kind of money” 

before viewing the house?

Absolutely Don’t!! 

RUN!!



3 Types of Money in Renting
Type

Detail
Earnest Money

Lessee gives Money to Lessor   
to show their seriousness   

about renting a house.
Definition

Security Deposit

Lessee gives Money to Lessor   
to cover possible loss or damage 

of house or equipment.

Rents

Lessee gives Money to Lessor for 
renting the house during period.

Payment

Timing

After House Viewing

Before Signing Lease
When Signing Lease

Usually paid periodically

Monthly/Quarterly/Half-Year…etc

Payment 
Amount

Get Back
After Pay?

No Limit, Better NOT OVER

1/3 of 1 Month Rent 

After Signing Lease, 
Lessor Should Turn Earnest Money 

Into                                                  
Part of Rent or Security Deposit

Should NOT OVER 

2 Months Rent

Take Back When Make Sure:

1. Already moved out

2. No house equipment is broken

3. No other fees(electricity fee/ 
water fee…etc.) should pay

Affordable & 

Both Lessor and Lessee Agree

If Lessor has taken rent in 
advance, Lessor should return it





Signing Lease
-What Should I Notice?-



Common Arguments

 Version of Lease

 Review Right of Contract

 Early Termination

Check and Hand Over



• Pay Attention to Version of Lease!!

Newest Template will mark: 

Approved, Published by 

Ministry of Domestic Affairs

1️⃣

Version of Lease



Common Arguments

 Version of Lease

 Review Right of Contract

 Early Termination

Check and Hand Over



• Contract Review Duration Needs At Least 3 Days.

Review Right of Contract
2️⃣

Review               
At Least 3 Days

If you need any Lease Review Service, call TSUEI MAMA Foundation, Tele: (02)2365-8140 



Common Arguments

 Version of Lease

 Review Right of Contract

 Early Termination

Check and Hand Over



Early Termination

If Parties did not check this box, 
whether this agreement can be 

terminated or not, will be in doubt.

Tell the other party 
before one month.

If did not tell the other party 
before on month, pay up to      
one-month rent as penalty.

3️⃣



Early Termination
• Early Termination separates into 2 Parts:

➢  1. Termination at will: 

      After inform in reasonable duration(at least 1 month).

Can be terminated by either lessor or lessee at any time, with or without reason.

➢  2. Termination For Reason in Lessor or Lessee: 

      Ending lease early due to specific loss of contract or violation of law by either Lessor or Lessee.

3️⃣



Common Arguments

 Version of Lease

 Review Right of Contract

 Early Termination

Check and Hand Over



Finish Signing Contract
4️⃣

Don't forget to notice following things:

1. Take Back Your Contract  : The contract is made in two originals, remember to take one with you.

2. Pay Security Deposit  : Should  NOT over 2-month rent.



Finish Signing Contract

Don't forget to notice following things:

3. Check and Hand Over : Check Number and Condition of the Appliances in Room with the Lessor. 

       It's recommended to take photos, keep until move out and lessor returns security deposit.

Make sure contract noted to return the room "in original condition", or return "in current status".

Most arguments comes from here. 

4️⃣



Live In House
-Common Arguments-



Common Arguments

 Fee(Water/Electricity/Management/Internet Fee)

 Repair Responsibility

 Third party entry (family/ friends/ lessor)



Fees

1. The details of fees controlled under freedom of contract.

2. Once record specific price in contract, Lessor cannot raise 

      fees during lease period.

3. The electricity charges shall not exceed the highest rate 

announced by Taiwan Power Company.

(Note: The English version of 

standard contract has not updated 

the newest electricity charges!)



• Rate of Electricity Fee separates into 2 Parts:

➢  1. If charged by your actual usage:

         (1) The electricity rate per kWh cannot higher than average price shown on bill.

         (2) If electricity fee of public area is not on bill, the lessor cannot charge extra.

Example: If each kWh is 3 NTD, the lessor cannot take higher than 3 NTD each kWh.

➢  2. If not charged by your actual usage:

 "Total electricity fee of that period" collected by landlord cannot higher than total amount on 

Taiwan Power Company bill for that period.

Example: If total fee of September is 5,000 NTD, lessor cannot take higher than 5,000 NTD in total.

Electricity Fee



• Bill Information:

➢  1. Lessor must provide lessee with electricity bill details.

➢   2. If lessor refuses to provide bill, lessee can directly request electricity usage & bill records 

from Taiwan Power Company.

Electricity Fee



➢ Step one: Lessee should bring

              (1) Lease agreement

              (2) Identification document 

➢ Step two: Go Taiwan Power Company service office, fill out 
application form

              (1) Processing takes approximately 3 to 5 working days.

              (2) After finishing, lessee can go online to check average 
electricity cost per kWh.

              (3) Lessee may also directly apply electricity usage and 
billing information from Taiwan Power Company 
during the lease period.

How to Check Electricity Bill Online?



Average unit price per kWh

How to Check Electricity Bill Online?

Total Amount



Common Arguments

 Fee(Water/Electricity/Management/Internet Fee)

 Repair Responsibility

 Third party entry (family/ friends/ lessor)



Repair Responsibility

• Appliance provided by lessor (Example: Air Conditioner/Washing Machine) 

is not working….

    

➢  Who should fix them??? Lessor or Lessee???



⚫ The Lessors shall be responsible for…

   Repairing House and Appliance provided by them. 

⚫ However, this responsibility may be shifted to the Lessee by agreement!

  Carefully discuss with Lessor before signing lease.

Repair Responsibility



➢ Be careful!!

➢ Check if responsibility has been shifted to Lessee.

Repair Responsibility



Steps in Repairing Appliances

1. Tell Lessor something need to repair with clear deadline (in 

writing).

Repair Responsibility



Steps in Repairing Appliances

2. If Lessor fails to repair within deadline, Lessees may repair 

appliances on their money.

Repair Responsibility



Steps in Repairing Appliances

3. Keep receipt for repairs, and deduct repair money from rent 

     in following month.

Repair Responsibility



Common Arguments

 Fee(Water/Electricity/Management/Internet Fee)

 Repair Responsibility

 Third party entry (family/ friends/ lessor)



• If my friend/family member wants to come to my room….

➢  Before inviting your friend to stay, please check whether there is any restriction on 

use of room.

Third party entry: Family / Friends

Check Here!



• If my friend/family member wants to come to my house….

➢  Before inviting your friend to stay, please check whether there is any restriction on use 

of house.

If no restriction, 

still tell your lessor first.

If there is any restriction, 

please DO NOT let your friend stay, 

or you may be punished by lessor

Third party entry: Family / Friends



• Can Lessor enter my house without my agreement? 

➢  NO! During lease period, house can only be used and enter by Lessee!!

➢  If Lessor needs to enter, need to get lessee's agreement first.

➢  Lessee can change door lock to avoid Lessor's enter, but when lease ended, 

lessee should change back the door lock.

Third Party Entry: Lessor



Solve Argument 
-Who Can Help me?-



Negotiation 

◆Most of arguments can be solved by negotiation in good faith.

◆Avoid emotional words and hurting 

◆Apply for Negotiation: District court, local government office, 

     TMM: (02)2365-8140

      Web：www.lawhelptmm.gmail.com

Solve Argument 



Legal attest letterLegal attest letterLegal attest letterSMS

Keep Evidence:  Written Notifications



Q&A



Q&A - Legal House

How to check the house I want rent is legal or not?

• You can pay attention to: 

➢ Ask friend who can speak Chinese to view house with you, then ask lessor to 

provide Building Registration Transcriptions.

➢ Search Cadastral Map System: Only provide Chinese Information                                     

      https://easymap.land.moi.gov.tw/Index# 

➢  Ask TSUEI MAMA Foundation to view for you.
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https://easymap.land.moi.gov.tw/Index
https://easymap.land.moi.gov.tw/Index
https://easymap.land.moi.gov.tw/Index
https://easymap.land.moi.gov.tw/Index
https://easymap.land.moi.gov.tw/Index
https://easymap.land.moi.gov.tw/Index
https://easymap.land.moi.gov.tw/Index
https://easymap.land.moi.gov.tw/Index
https://easymap.land.moi.gov.tw/Index
https://easymap.land.moi.gov.tw/Index


Cadastral Map System

1.Type In 
Address

2.Tap Your 
Room 
Floor

3.View 
Result

Q&A - Legal House



Scamming

• You can pay attention to: 

➢ Ask Lessor provide document to check identity.

➢ Refuse pay any money before viewing house.

➢ Leave evidence when doing everything. 

      Example: Receipt of Paying Money; Chat History…etc.

➢ Search house by image, ensure realistic of house.

Q&A - Legal House



Price Negotiation

• You can pay attention to: 

➢ Search College and University Rental Map: Only provide Chinese Information

      https://househunt.land.gov.taipei/app/index

Q&A – Price/Cost
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College and University Rental Map

1.Tap this 
Button

2.Type in 
Address

3.View Result
(Average Price)

Q&A – Price/Cost



Invisible Costs

• You can pay attention to: 

➢ Read Lease Carefully:

      Rent Fee Contains Water/Electricity/Management/Internet Fee…etc.?

➢ Record Fees you need to pay on lease.

Q&A – Price/Cost



Noise Complaint

• You can pay attention to: 

➢ Each person have different feeling about noise.

➢ Even if call police when noise event, you need to prove noise keep happening.

➢ Thus, when viewing house, you can …

1.  Knock the walls to check their thickness.

2.  Open the window to check the sound from outside is acceptable or not.

Q&A – Others



Q&A

Welcome to Ask any Other Questions



Thank you for your attention!
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